
FOCUSED LIVING PRAYER     January – March 2021 
 
 

During World War II, Winston Churchill was nicknamed the ‘British 
Bulldog’ after famously saying that “the nose of the bulldog is sloped 
backwards so it can keep breathing without letting go.” As Prime 
Minister he embodied this caricature not just for his jowly face and 
broad body but, much more so for his steadfast determination and 
dogged tenacity in leading his people to endure the hardships of 
war at a time when England was growing weary and losing heart.  

 
Men, we are at war (Eph 6:10-20). Some of us are growing weary in living the life of obedience God has 
called us to (John 14:15, 21, 23,24).  But through the Holy Spirit you have been given a bulldog’s ability to keep 
breathing and not let go. Through His strength you can moment by moment breath in the powerful 
truths of His word (2 Tim 3:16-17) and exhale your sin through confession (1 John 1:8-9). And you can find deep 
encouragement in the fact that the Father’s grip on you is much greater than your grip on Him (Luke 23:46).  
 
In Hebrews 11, after revealing that we “have need of endurance” (Heb 10:36), the Lord gives us 17 
examples of other bulldogs (Heb 11:1-40) who kept breathing the promises of His Word so that “by faith” 
they did not let go but endured in living for God in their culture.  Brothers, take courage by the lives of 
these 17 who struggled and failed like us, but kept breathing the Father’s love and did not let go of His 
grace! Overwhelmed by sexual temptation? Overcome by discouragement? Tested by hard 
circumstances?  Feeling the pain of broken relationships?  Keep breathing and don’t let go of His grace.   
 
Lastly, continue to surround yourself with men who will “run with endurance the race that is set before us 
fixing our eyes on Jesus…Who endured the cross…consider Him who endured…so that you will not 
grow weary and lost heart” (Heb 12:1-3).   
 
 
 
Ministry Praises and Prayer Requests 
 

Forums – Our daily Men’s Forums continue to be accessible via Zoom OR in person as we work through the 
series, “The Making of a Man”. Pray that men would continue to invite other men and that God would delight to 
chisel us more into His image. 

Grip - 67 men from over 20 churches are journeying through GRIP discipleship this season. Pray that God would 
be pleased to draw men to Himself as we emphasize outreach.  Pray especially for the wired outreach events that 
each of the 9 GRIP teams will host. 

Core Meeting – Pray for our board (“core”) on Sunday, Feb 21 as we meet in person for the first time since covid-
19.  God has blessed us with a wonderful team to give oversight to this ministry. 

 
Perry Bowers Family Prayer  
 
Perry: Please pray that I could faithfully live out my Focus Word for the year which is "PACE". The only 
way I will pace myself with the Lord to neither pridefully run ahead of Him nor reluctantly fall behind is 
to P (praise Him), A (abide obediently), C (confess sin often) and E (enjoy His presence). 
 
Janet: Listen & Affirm are the words GOD has given me to focus on this new year with a vertical and 
horizontal emphasis. May I listen to God first. May I listen to others more than I speak.  
May I affirm God for who He is and who He says I am. May I affirm others as God views them. 



 
Hunsakers: Please pray for Marc as he begins to add some additional writing projects to his work load. 
Prayers for stamina & organization. Prayers for Megan and the kids as they head toward their Spring 
quarter. Patience & hard work for the kids. Creativity and perseverance for Megan. 
 
 
David Andes Family Prayer 
  
David: Pray for a fresh wind from God during my personal retreat at the end of February.  And that in my 
ministry I would experience “striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. (Col 1:29). 
 
Katherine: Praise God that despite a very crazy year and steep learning curve to teach virtually as well 
as in person, He has sustained me. We are just over half way through the year pray that I will finish well.   
  
Austin: Austin has expressed a sense of wanting a more significant ministry.  Pray that we would all be 
discerning in this.  Also, he adds: “Pray that I won’t be greedy.”   
 
Cameron: Continued prayer that God would grip his heart and draw him to Himself.  Pray that God would 
oversee his college choice.  Pray that he would know that his parents are for him. 
 
 
 
German Wright Family Prayer  
 
• Wisdom, protection and direction in this COVID season and prayers for members that have not been 

able to come out since our return to the church building and for those not technically able to do live 
streaming. 
 

• Greater sensitivity to the ministry of the Holy Spirit concerning areas of time, money, relationships, 
and health.  
 

• Desire for more time to devote to home and ministry. Wisdom on retirement timing. (Sandra) 
 
 
 
Karl Reed Family Prayer 
 
Karl and Jessica: Praise that God has led us to a new home in Irmo. Pray as we make the big move on 
Feb. 27th and for the family as we settle into some new rhythms. 
 
The kiddos: Evelyn, Anthony, and Lillian have been doing great in school this year. Please keep praying 
for them as they study hard and pray for them to continually be lights of love and encouragement to their 
friends. Charlotte and Jackson continue to be mom’s little helpers at home and they continue to grow and 
learn more each day. 
 
 
 
 
 


